
Manufacturing Day Highlights Workforce Training, Education, 
and Collaboration in Manufacturing Sector

Chris Fagnant described 
how Qualtek’s Tool and Die 
Department participates in 
a certified apprenticeship 
program through the 
Department of Labor.As 
part of a week-long series 
of events focused on 
manufacturing in Colorado, 
Qualtek Manufacturing hosted 
Manufacturing Day at its 
Colorado Springs facility on 
October 3. The purpose of 
the event was to build interest 
in the manufacturing sector, 
workforce development, 

and Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) 
education. More than 38 representatives of industry and 
education throughout Colorado community energetically 
participated in tours and roundtable discussions.

Workforce Development and Training Needs 
and Resources
To grow the manufacturing sector in Colorado we must be 
able to employ workers with relevant education and training. 
Manufacturing Day participants noted that in today’s culture 
children are comfortable with using technical tools but do not 
have experience with physically making those tools. Some are 
not even comfortable using pencils for writing.

Through a collaborative effort with the Colorado Helps 
Advanced Manufacturing Program (CHAMP), Community 
Colleges in Colorado are increasing the number of 
manufacturing degrees and certificates available to supply 
trained workers needed by local manufacturers. Qualtek 
Manufacturing recently enrolled a Maintenance Technician 
in the Pueblo Community College Maintenance Engineering 
apprenticeship program.

One participant noted that manufacturers have better success 
than other industries in attracting employees and then 
encouraging them to move into apprenticeship programs. 
Chris Fagnant described how Qualtek’s Tool and Die 
Department participates in a certified apprenticeship program 
through the Department of Labor. The program includes a 
series of criteria that includes a tiered pay schedule. Recent 
high school graduates receive educational benefits and earn 
money through their “college years.”

Career Planning Starts Early
Participants in Manufacturing Day discussed that a different 
approach to skill and aptitude testing in middle school or 
junior high might identify opportunities for students with 
abilities for hands-on work. If a propensity for skills needed in 
manufacturing were identified early, parents and students may 
pursue a broader range of career paths than they do today.

By 2018 there will be 1.2 million job openings in science, 
technology engineering and math. Dave Khaliqi, Director, 
Center for STEM education at UCCS, explained that 
University of Colorado, Colorado Springs (UCCS) offers a 
Bridge 2 Engineering program that gives high school students 
the opportunity to design and build different projects in half-
day camps.

Another program, See the Change, brings physics to 
middle school classrooms to promote STEM education at 
a younger age and encourage students to pursue science 
and engineering trades and professions. This program 
is supported by the Colorado Advanced Manufacturing 
Alliance (CAMA).

From 2002-2010 Qualtek Manufacturing supported Junior 
Achievement programs and tours. PPCC, UCCS and 
Colorado Technical University hosted approximately 800 high 
school students at a Junior Achievement 21st Century Skills 
Forum in 2013 at UCCS.

Sustainability in Manufacturing
Many manufacturers are leading sustainability and energy 
conservation initiatives because it is good for their business. 
Christopher Fagnant, Qualtek’s Director of E, explained 
how Qualtek worked directly with Steve Doty at Colorado 
Springs Utilities on energy conservation projects. Doty leads 
the utility’s business efficiency program and conducted 
a thorough energy audit at Qualtek. CSU offers free 
energy audits that help manufacturers reduce their energy 
consumption and costs. Qualtek implemented many resource 
saving programs that reduce overhead. More information can 
be found in the company’s E-Team newsletters.

Manufacturing Alliances and Initiatives
Manufacturers like Qualtek depend on regional and industry 
alliances to maintain their success. The Colorado Springs 
Regional Business Alliance recently formed the Southern 
Colorado Manufacturing Partnership. The Partnership held 
is first Southern Colorado Manufacturing Expo SOCOM 
expo just prior to Manufacturing Day. The Partnership 
continues add members in an effort to strengthen the voice of 
manufacturing in El Paso County. 

Another organization supporting manufacturing expertise 
in Colorado is Manufacturer’s edge (formerly CAMT). 
Manufacturer’s Edge is a public/private partnership that helps 
Colorado manufacturers with workforce development, grant 
projects and other programs and resources.

For more information about Manufacturing Day, contact 
Christopher Fagnant, Director of E at Qualtek Manufacturing. 
cfagnant@qualtekmfg.com


